
 

The mission of the City of Sedona government is to provide exemplary municipal services 
that are consistent with our values, history, culture and unique beauty. 

CITY OF SEDONA, CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING MONDAY, JULY 23, 2018 

RED ROCK RANGER STATION 
8375 STATE ROUTE 179, SEDONA, AZ 

 

 

AGENDA   4:30 P.M. 
NOTES:  

 Meeting room is wheelchair 
accessible. American Disabilities 
Act (ADA) accommodations are 
available upon request. Please 
phone 928-282-3113 at least two 
(2) business days in advance. 

 City Council Meeting Agenda 
Packets are available on the 
City’s website at: 

www.SedonaAZ.gov 
 

GUIDELINES FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

PURPOSE: 
 To allow the public to provide 

input to the City Council on a 
particular subject scheduled on 
the agenda. 

 This is not a question/answer 
session. 

 The decision to receive Public 
Comment during Work 
Sessions/Special City Council 
meetings is at the discretion of 
the Mayor. 

 

PROCEDURES: 
 Fill out a “Comment Card” and 

deliver it to the City Clerk. 
 When recognized, use the 

podium/microphone. 
 State your: 

1.  Name and 
2.  City of Residence 

 Limit comments to  
3 MINUTES. 

 Submit written comments to 
the City Clerk. 

 1.  CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 2.  ROLL CALL  

 3.  SPECIAL BUSINESS 

a. AB 2274 Discussion/possible direction/action regarding the City’s comments 
& objection to the Forest Service on the Draft Decision in the Final Environmental 
Assessment, which assessed possible alternatives to create an access 
easement for the construction of a private road to Coconino County parcels 408-
27-003 C, E, and F (Tobias/Flynn) located across Oak Creek from Poco Diablo 
Resort and Chavez Crossing Campground in Sedona. 





 4.  ADJOURNMENT 

Posted: _______________  _________________________________________ 

By: __________________ Susan L. Irvine, CMC 
City Clerk 

Note: Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02 notice is hereby given to the members of the City Council and to the general 
public that the Council will hold the above open meeting. Members of the City Council will attend either in person or by 
telephone, video, or internet communications. The Council may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item, 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for discussion and consultation for legal advice with the City Attorney.  
Because various other commissions, committees and/or boards may speak at Council meetings, notice is also given 
that four or more members of these other City commissions, boards, or committees may be in attendance. 

A copy of the packet with material relating to the agenda items is typically available for review by the public in the 
Clerk's office after 1:00 p.m. the Thursday prior to the Council meeting and on the City's website at 
www.SedonaAZ.gov. The Red Rock Ranger Station is accessible to people with disabilities, in compliance with the 
Federal 504 and ADA laws.  Those with needs for special typeface print, may request these at the Clerk’s Office. All 
requests should be made forty-eight hours prior to the meeting. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA BILL  

AB 2274
July 23, 2018

Regular Business

 

Agenda Item: 3a 
Proposed Action & Subject: Discussion/possible direction/action regarding the City’s 
comments & objection to the Forest Service on the Draft Decision in the Final 
Environmental Assessment, which assessed possible alternatives to create an access 
easement for the construction of a private road to Coconino County parcels 408-27-003 
C, E, and F (Tobias/Flynn) located across Oak Creek from Poco Diablo Resort and 
Chavez Crossing Campground in Sedona. 

 

Department  City Manager 

Time to Present 
Total Time for Item 

5 minutes 
60 minutes 

Other Council Meetings April 5, 2007, April 10, 2007, October 23, 2007, January 8, 
2008, February 12, 2008, December 13, 2011, September 12, 
2017, June 26, 2018 

Exhibits A. Council letter: Comments to USFS – 2017 Draft EA 
B. Council Letter: Objection to Draft Decision letter to USFS - 

2018 

 

City Attorney 
Approval 

Reviewed 7/17/18 RLP 
 Expenditure Required 

$ 0 

City Manager’s 
Recommendation 

Discuss the objection 
to the Forest Service 
Draft Decision. 

Amount Budgeted 

$ 0 

Account No. 
(Description)

N/A 

Finance 
Approval

 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

 
Background: City Council considered the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the 
Tobias Flynn property access at its September 12, 2017 council meeting. The draft EA 
considered four alternatives to providing access. The major decision concerned two 
alternatives taking access from SR 179 utilizing a bridge over Oak Creek and taking access 
from Chavez Ranch Rd, which would include a 1.4-mile road through an open area of 
undeveloped land. 
 
Council gave direction to staff to draft a letter to be signed by the Mayor that, 1) established 
environmental concerns as the first priority and impacts to viewshed as the second priority for 
selecting an alternative; and, 2) indicated a hybrid of Alternatives B and C appeared to be 
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most consistent with those priorities. The Forest Service Draft Decision selected Alternative 
D. 
 
The Forest Service attended a City Council meeting on June 26th to explain the reasons 
behind selecting Alternative D and answer questions asked by councilors.   
 
The July 23rd meeting is meant to be the formal Objection Resolution meeting with the 
Deputy Regional Forester. This meeting is essentially about further exploring the City’s 
objection and looking for any possible resolution. 
 
Important Considerations: 

 Councilors should generally frame comments and questions in light of the City’s 
original letter and objection issued to the Forest Service.  

 This meeting is agendized for action in the event Council wants to consider any formal 
position, including withdrawal of the objection, restatement of the objection or any other 
conditional agreement with the Forest Service. 

 Council has the option to table the meeting until Tuesday in the event it wants to 
deliberate further or take public comment before taking action. 

 
Summary of Alternatives: 

 

Alternative A. This alternative does not allow road access on National Forest as a 
baseline (No Action). No Action will be used as a baseline with which to compare 
the expected effects of implementing the proposed access. This alternative is not 
an option given the court judgment that the USFS must provide access. 

Alternative B. This alternative crosses Oak Creek at the head of an identified 
informal water play area or “swimming hole” and starts from Oak Creek Cliffs 
Drive. This alternative would include a road approximately 4,500 feet long (0.85 
miles) from Oak Creek Cliffs Drive to the subject property. The route would 
include a 24-foot wide bridge approximately 450 feet in length that would cross 
Oak Creek just above the upper end of the “swimming hole” and cross one 
ephemeral natural drainage tributary to Oak Creek. The bridge would be 
approximately 60 feet above the surface of Oak Creek. The access road would be 
constructed to City of Sedona standards. The design speed would be 25 MPH. 
The road would be private and a gate would be installed at the entrance of the 
road. 

Alternative C. This alternative crosses Oak Creek upstream from Alternative B 
and the “swimming hole”, starts from SR 179 approximately 850 feet south of Oak 
Creek Cliffs Drive, and would cross one ephemeral natural drainage tributary to 
Oak Creek twice. This alternative would include a road approximately 2,600 feet 
long (.49 miles) and a 24-foot wide bridge of approximately 650 feet in length. The 
bridge would be approximately 80 feet above the surface of Oak Creek. The 
access road would be constructed to City of Sedona standards. The design speed 
would be 25 MPH. The road would be private and a gate would be installed at the 
entrance of the road. 

Alternative D. This alternative provides access from the west and Chavez Ranch 
Road and does not cross Oak Creek. This alternative would include a road 
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approximately 7,500 feet long (1.4 miles) plus 1,850 feet (.35 miles) of 
reconstructed Chavez Ranch Road to the private property starting from Chavez 
Ranch Road. It would cross a total of approximately nine small ephemeral natural 
drainages and washes that are tributaries to Oak Creek. The proposed access 
route would start from Red Rock Loop Road and Chavez Ranch Road and then 
access above the Rancho Chavez subdivision and along the side of Airport Mesa 
north to the subject property. An approximate .35 mile portion of Chavez Ranch 
Road would need to be widened and paved to Yavapai County standards to 
connect with the proposed new road. The new road would be constructed to City 
of Sedona standards. The design speed would be 25 MPH. The road would be 
private and a gate would be installed at the entrance of the road. 

 
Community Plan Consistent: Yes - No - Not Applicable 
 
Goals outlined in the Community Plan Section 4, Circulation, (page 57) include: 

 Coordinate land use and transportation planning and systems 
 Make the most efficient use of the circulation system for long-term community benefit 
 Limit the building of new roads and streets and make strategic investments in other 

modes of travel   

None of the USFS alternatives promote these goals. 

A key issue identified under the Traffic and Parking Section (page 60) is a lack of connecting 
streets between neighborhoods.   

All three USFS alternatives exacerbate this issue. 
 
Board/Commission Recommendation: Applicable - Not Applicable 

 
Alternative(s):  
 
MOTION 

I move to: possible direction/action will be based on Council discussion. 
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