




WHEREAS, A.R.S. §28-626(8)(3) delegates motor vehicle safety enforcement to 
municipalities stating that municipalities "shall adopt ordinances or regulations relating to 
the control and movement of traffic ... " (emphasis added); and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that driving OHVs on paved or public roads in contravention to 
their design and the manufacturer recommendation constitutes reckless disregard for the 
safety of persons and property pursuant to A.R.S. §28-1174(A)(1); and 

WHEREAS, there has been an increase in motorized tourism in the City of Sedona 
which has resulted in an increase in noise impacts to City residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, several popular OHV trails are accessed through residential neighborhoods 
in the City which increases the noise impacts on residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, numerous studies have found noise pollution increases stress, anxiety, 
depression, high blood pressure, and heart disease and disturbs sleep which is essential 
to good health; and 

WHEREAS, World Health Organization's (WHO) guidelines for community noise 
recommend less than 30 decibels in bedrooms at night for good quality sleep and in the 
state of Arizona OHVs are permitted to operate at 96 decibels; and 

WHEREAS, a reduction in speed limit makes the streets quieter and safer per numerous 
studies; and 

WHEREAS, other federal, state, and local government entities have adopted reduced 
OHV speed limits for the health and safety of the public; and 

WHEREAS, the Sedona City Council adopts all of the foregoing as part of its engineering 
and traffic investigation; and 

WHEREAS, the City deems it necessary to adopt certain OHV speed limits to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the City residents and travelling public. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEDONA, 
ARIZONA, as follows: 

Section 1. The recitals above are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth herein. 

Section 2. That certain document titled the "October 2024 Amendments to Sedona City 
Code Section 10.15.040 Speed Limits" ("Speed Limit Amendment"), of which one paper 
copy and one electronic copy are maintained, in compliance with A.R.S. § 44-701, on file 
in the office of the City Clerk as required by A.R.S. § 9-802, and available for public use 
and inspection during normal business hours, is hereby declared to be a public record 
and said copies thereof are hereby ordered to remain on file with the City Clerk. 

Section 3. Sedona City Code Section 10.15.040 is hereby amended as set forth in the 
Speed Limit Amendment, which is hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof 
as if fully set forth herein. 





“October 2024 Amendments to Sedona City Code 
Section 10.15.040 Speed Limits” 
 

Chapter 10.15 TRAFFIC CONTROL 

The Sedona City Code is current through Ordinance 2023-09, passed October 24, 2023. 

10.15.040 Speed limits. 

A. Pursuant to the provisions of A.R.S. Sections 28-627 and 28-703, the established speed on all 

roads and streets and other areas accommodating motor vehicular traffic within the confines 

and boundaries of the city shall be 25 miles per hour unless otherwise posted. This section shall 

not apply to the regulation of any speed of traffic upon any state or federal highway. [Code 

2006 § 11-3-4]. 

B. Pursuant to the provisions of A.R.S. Sections 28-627 and 28-703, the established speed on all 

roads and streets for all-terrain vehicles and off-highway vehicles shall be 15 miles per hour 

where adopted by City Council by resolution and where posted by appropriate signs. This 

section shall not apply to the regulation of any speed of all-terrain vehicles or off-highway 

vehicles upon any state or federal highway. 

https://sedona.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/28-627
https://sedona.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/28-703
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